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Shastri Bhawan, New Delhi.
Dated the 8" September, 2010.

ilo;

Secretaries and Principal Secretaries of Nodal Department dealing with
MDM in all States/UTs

Subject: Guidelines for engagement of Voluntary Organisation/Non-
Government Organizations (NGOs) under Mid Day Meal
Scheme.

Sir / Madam,

As you are aware Para No. 3.6 of the Guideline of Mid Day Meal Scheme
2006 envisages that as far as possible, the responsibility of cooking/supply of
cook Mid Day Meal may be assigned to local women’s/mother’s Self Help Groups,
the  personnel directly  engaged by the VEC/SMDC/PTA/Gram
Panchayat/Municipality, Local Youth Club affiliated to the Nehru Yuvak Kendras

or Voluntary Organisations.

2 Community participation is_ key to the successful implementation of the Mid
Day Meal Scheme as it ensures effective monitoring at the local level and also
generates a sense of ownership of the programme in the community. It is,
therefore, desirable that Mid Day Meal is cooked locally in the school pre?nises
either through Self Help Groups or through the personnel engaged by the School
Management Committee constituted under the Right of Children to Free and
Compulsory Education Act, 2009 or any other equivalent Committee responsible

for implementing the scheme.

3 However, for urban areas, where there is a space constraint for setting up
school kitchens in individual schools, the Guidelines provide that a Centralised
Kitchen could be set up for a cluster of schools where cooking can take place and

the cooked hot meal may be transported under hygienic conditions through









